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Summary of the 27th ASEAN Summit

On 21 and 22 November 2015, Malaysia 
hosted the 27th ASEAN Summit in Kuala Lumpur. 
The event was attended by leaders of ASEAN 
Member States. It is also considered a landmark 
meeting because this ASEAN Summit marked the 
beginning of the ASEAN Economic Community 
(AEC), which is slated to begin at the end of 2015. 

While various topics were discussed, the 
highlight of this meeting is, without a doubt, the 
AEC. The Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the 
Establishment of the ASEAN Community was 
formally signed during this meeting. It signaled the 
end of years of cooperation between ASEAN 
countries on various economic aspects through the 
plan outlined in the AEC Blueprint, which was 
drafted back in 2003, and was scheduled to come 
into effect at the end of this year (2015). Apart 
from said Declaration, the attention now turns to 
the next blueprint, or the ASEAN Blueprint 2025, 
which was also granted formal consent from all 
ASEAN leaders during this meeting. The new 
blueprint specifies key areas that need immediate 
attention, including wider and deeper regional 
economic integration, greater liberalization of 
service sectors, greater liberalization of cross-
border trade and investment, harmonization of 
trade and investment regulation, strengthening of 
SMEs, and promotion of digital innovation and 
technology. 

In comparison with the former AEC 
Blueprint, the new AEC 2025 Blueprint remains 
committed to more liberalization of trade and 
investment. The new visions added to the plan are 
aligned to two new global trends, which are to 
push ASEAN further towards a digitally-enabled 
economy and a service-based economy, both of 
which are somewhat in line with Thailand’s current 
economic strategy as well.

Cambodia Joins ASEAN Self-
Certification of the Origin of Goods 
Program

ASEAN Self-Certification of the origins of 
goods is a system of standardized regional 
practices that allow exporters to certify, on their 
own behalf, the origin of goods about to be 
exported within the ASEAN countries, without the 
need for a Certificate of Origin issued by the 
relevant agency in each country. This will allow 
businesses to obtain exemption from tariffs when 
trading between ASEAN countries through the 
ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (ATIGA) 
Framework, without experiencing any 
complications with traditional customs processes.

In a process to obtain the Certificate of 
Origin, an exporter who wishes to exploit the 
benefit from the existing framework of ASEAN free 
trade of goods agreement (AGITA) must request 
Form D from their national customs or related 
agency to certify the origin of goods to be 
exported to other countries. This procedure may 
take time and comes with a cost. However, with 
the self-certification process, traders can certify 
the origin of their products by themselves, which 
in turn will speed up the trading process and 
reduce costs associated with the issuance of the 
Certificate of Origin. However, it should be noted 
that only the ‘Certified Exporter’ can use the self-
certification system and, in Thailand, a trader must 
obtain the ‘Certified’ status from the Department 
of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce.

Although ASEAN had planned to launch 
this system in all 10 ASEAN countries prior to the 
end of 2015, only four countries in ASEAN have so 
far participated, namely Brunei Darussalam, 
Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. 
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On the most recent occasion, Cambodia became 
the latest addition to this list on 27 November, 
2015, making it five ASEAN countries to have 
joined the program. This means that, in exploiting 
the privilege of ATIGA, Thai Certified Exporters who 
sell goods to Cambodia can save time and costs 
even further.
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Stay informed with latest development in trade negotiations and 
changes in trade laws/regulations. Get an insight of how the latest news 
will affect your market and regulatory environment from our “Trade 
Digest”. 

If you have any comments or questions regarding Trade Digest or any 
matters discussed herein, or if you are interested in finding out more 
about Bolliger & Company Consulting services, please contact any of 
the persons below:

Malika Bhumivarn | Partner
Malika.Bhumivarn@bolliger-consulting.com

Rachda Chiasakul | Partner | Director, Advisory Services
Rachda.chiasakul@bolliger-consulting.com
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Bolliger & Company Consulting 

Bolliger & Company Consulting Limited is a Bangkok-based consulting 
firm with a proven track record in advising private and public sector 
organizations on a wide range of issues related to trade and 
investment. We are fully committed to delivering the highest standard 
of service and bringing our expertise to bear in helping our clients move 
forward in today’s dynamic business environment.

Highly experienced in fields of expertise that cover customs, legal and 
tax, supply chain, and advisory services, we have played a key role in 
improving the performance of our clients in more than 15 jurisdictions 
including China, Japan, Indonesia, Singapore, and Thailand.

“Clients’ success is our best interest”
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